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HOUSE BI LL 1584

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Meller, Jarrett, Springer, Dunshee, Darneille,
O nsby, Cody, Appleton, MCoy, Kagi, Mrrell and G een

Read first tinme 01/23/2007. Referred to Commttee on State
Governnment & Tribal Affairs.

AN ACT Relating to state institutions; anmending RCW 71A. 20. 020 and
72.23.020; adding a new section to chapter 41.06 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 72.05 RCW adding a new section to chapter 72.16
RCW adding a new section to chapter 72.19 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 72.20 RCW adding a new section to chapter 72.40 RCW adding a
new section to chapter 72.36 RCW adding a new section to chapter
28A. 150 RCW adding a new section to chapter 72.09 RCW adding a new
chapter to Title 43 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1. The legislature finds t hat state
institutions serve a critical role in the delivery of services and
long-termresidential care for the people of the state of Washi ngton.
Mai nt ai ni ng the capital needs and assessing the need for efficiencies,
consol i dati on, expansion, reduction, closure, and replacenent of state
institutions requires both |long-term planning and financing. A fair,
objective, and factual assessnment of the capital facilities is a
critical part of how to best neet the needs of the clients of the
institutions and the citizens of Washi ngton. However, the state | acks
an independent review process and an effective nmethod of decision
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making for state institutions wth excess capacity or with alternative
service delivery nodels to neet state policy. The |legislature further
finds that independent evidence-based facts are crucial to any deci sion
that affects Washington citizens who reside in state institutions; and
that a fair and objective analysis of the independent evidence-based
facts will be better for the clients of the institutions.

For these reasons, the legislature intends to create an
institutions review comm ssion as an i ndependent entity to review state
institutions on a regul ar basis.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Conmm ssion"” nmeans the institutions review conm ssion created
under section 3 of this act.

(2) "Comm ssioner" nmeans a nenber of the conm ssion created under
section 3 of this act.

(3) "Imediate fam |y nenber"” nmeans the parents, spouse, siblings,
children, or dependent relative of the official, enployee, or |obbyist
whet her or not living in the household of the official, enployee, or
| obbyi st .

(4) "Lobbyist”™ neans a person registered as a |obbyist under
chapter 42.17 RCW

(5 "Public official™ neans any person holding federal, state,
county, city, town, school district, port district, special district,
or other state political subdivision elective office.

(6) "Review cycle" neans the period beginning July 1st of an odd-
nunbered year and ending Decenber 1st of the foll ow ng even-nunbered
year.

(7) "State institution" neans residential habilitation centers,
state institutions for juvenile offenders, state hospitals, the state
school for the deaf, the state school for the blind, the departnent of
corrections, the departnent of veterans affairs, and facilities
associ ated with the Washi ngton national guard youth chall enge program
pursuant to RCW 28A. 150. 305.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The institutions review commission 1isS
established to review the effectiveness of and the need for state
institutions.
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(1) The nine-nmenber conmm ssion nust be appointed as foll ows:

(a) By July 1, of 2007, and by July 1st of each odd-nunbered year
thereafter, the two | argest caucuses of each house of the |egislature
shall each appoint one conmm ssioner. The governor shall appoint five
conmi ssi oners.

(b) Comm ssioners serve two-year ternms expiring July 1st of each
odd- nunber ed year. Comm ssioners may be reappointed, subject to the
conditions of this section.

(c) The conm ssion nenbers shall be appoi nted based on geographic
representation of the state.

(d) The follow ng persons are ineligible for appointnent to the
conmi ssi on:

(i) Persons who reside in a legislative district where an
institution that is scheduled for review during that review cycle is
| ocat ed;

(i1) State officials, public enployees, representatives of unions
that represent public enployees, |obbyists, and imediate famly
menbers of such officials, enployees, representatives, or |obbyists.

(e) Upon a vacancy in any position on the comm ssion, the original
appointing authority nust appoint a successor to fill the unexpired
termwithin thirty days.

(2) Comm ssioners may not receive conpensation for their services,
but shall receive a subsistence allowance and travel expenses under RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(3) The conm ssioners shall elect a chair fromanong their nenbers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The comm ssion shall investigate, make
findings of fact, and make determ nations about the efficiency of the
institutions reviewed, including but not limted to the decision
whether to consolidate, expand, close, replace, or retain an
institution under review.

(2) The commission is authorized to access state information and
data regarding institutions, and state agencies shall cooperate with
the conmmssion inits efforts to collect data.

(3) The comm ssion shall hold at | east one public hearing regarding
each institution under reviewwthin the vicinity of the facility under
revi ew
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(4) Based on its review, the conm ssion shall determ ne whether to
consolidate, expand, reduce, close, replace, or retain a state
institution. The comm ssion shall provide its decisions to the
governor and the appropriate policy and fiscal commttees of the
| egi sl ature before Decenber 1st of each even-nunbered year.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 5. In conducting its review of state
institutions and in making its decision to consolidate, expand, reduce,
cl ose, replace, or retain an institution, the conm ssion shall consider
criteria including but not [imted to the foll ow ng:

(1) The best quality of care for the institution's residents based
on state laws and policies regarding care and treatnent, including
community care and treatnent, for clients and potential clients of the
i nstitutions;

(2) The condition of the institution's physical plant and the need
for repair or renovation;

(3) The institution's location relative to population centers,
supporting services, persons served, and famlies of persons served,

(4) The best and highest use of the institution's property;

(5) The costs of providing service at that institution relative to
like institutions and community care or treatnent; and

(6) State duties, objectives, and policies as expressed in |aw or
in formally adopted agency poli cies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) Unless the legislature, by a two-thirds
vote of each house, rejects or revises the decision in law, the
comm ssion's decision to consolidate, expand, reduce, close, replace,
or retain an institution takes effect the July 1st followi ng the end of
the review cycle, and the governor and the various state agenci es shal
i npl emrent the conm ssion's deci sions.

(2) The authority granted to the conm ssion to consolidate, reduce,
close, replace, or retain an institution is supplenental to and in
addition to any powers granted to the governor as a managenent right.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. During the 2007-08 review cycle, the
comm ssion shall review the state school for the blind and the state
school for the deaf and report its decisions by Decenber 1, 2008.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The commssion shall review all state
institutions at |east once during the five consecutive review cycles
that begin July 1, 2007.

By May 31, 2009, and each odd-nunbered year thereafter, the
comm ssion shall designate the institutions to be reviewed in the
follow ng review cycle by the subsequently appoi nted comm ssi oners.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. The commi ssion has the follow ng powers and
duties in addition to any other powers and duties authorized or
required by law. The conmm ssi on:

(1) Shall enmploy an executive director, who serves at the
discretion of the commssion, and other staff as are necessary to
i npl enent the purposes of this chapter;

(2) May nmake, execute, and deliver contracts, conveyances, and
ot her instrunents necessary to exercise and discharge its powers and
duti es;

(3) May contract for all or part of the services necessary for the
managenent and operation of the conmmssion with other state or nonstate
entities authorized to do business in the state; and

(4) May contract with consultants as necessary to carry out its
responsibilities.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 10. A new section is added to chapter 41.06 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In addition to the exenptions set forth in RCW 41.06.070, the
provisions of this chapter do not apply to the institutions review
comm ssion created in section 3 of this act or to the executive
director of the institutions review conm ssion.

Sec. 11. RCW 71A.20.020 and 1994 c 215 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The following residential habilitation centers are ((permanrentty))
established, subject to sections 1 through 9 of this act, to provide
services to persons with devel opnental disabilities: Lakeland Village,

| ocated at Medical Lake, Spokane county; Rainier School, |ocated at
Buckl ey, Pierce county; Yakim Valley School, |ocated at Sel ah, Yakima
county; Fircrest School, located at Seattle, King county; and Frances

Haddon Morgan Children's Center, |located at Brenerton, Kitsap county.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. A new section is added to chapter 72.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The institutions established in this chapter are subject to the
provi sions of sections 1 through 9 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. A new section is added to chapter 72.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The institutions established in this chapter are subject to the
provi sions of sections 1 through 9 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. A new section is added to chapter 72.19 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The institutions established in this chapter are subject to the
provi sions of sections 1 through 9 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. A new section is added to chapter 72.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The institutions established in this chapter are subject to the
provi sions of sections 1 through 9 of this act.

Sec. 16. RCW72.23.020 and 1959 c¢ 28 s 72.23.020 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

There are hereby ((permanentty)) |ocated and established, subject
to sections 1 through 9 of this act, the following state hospitals:
Western state hospital at Fort Steilacoom Pierce county; eastern state
hospital at Medical Lake, Spokane county; and northern state hospital
near Sedro Woll ey, Skagit county.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 17. A new section is added to chapter 72.40 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The institutions established in this chapter are subject to the
provi sions of sections 1 through 9 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 18. A new section is added to chapter 72.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The institutions established in this chapter are subject to the
provi sions of sections 1 through 9 of this act.
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 19. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 150
RCWto read as foll ows:

Institutions established for the WAshington national guard youth
chal | enge program are subject to the provisions of sections 1 through
9 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 20. A new section is added to chapter 72.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Institutions established by the departnent of corrections are
subject to the provisions of sections 1 through 9 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 21. Sections 1 through 9 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 22. The governor and the | eaders of the | argest
caucuses in each house of the legislature may take the necessary steps
to ensure that this act is inplenented on its effective date.

~-- END ---
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